
LAW

Lesson 4: A comparison of natural 

and positive law



Creator

Eternal reason 

and law

Natural law

Discovered by 

human reason

Intrinsic value 

of human life

Absolute 

Recognizes the value of human life



Created

Subjective 

reason

Positive law

Determined by 

human reason

extrinsic value 

of human life

Temporal, 

relative 

Does not recognizes the value of human life



Important Terms: 

■ Relative: depending on other factors

■ Absolute: is unchanging and does not depend 

on other factors



Important Terms: 

■ Temporal: temporary, is only for a short time

■ Eternal: Forever; at all times

■ Extrinsic value: the value of something is 

based on other factors

■ Intrinsic value: the value of something is 

based on the fact of the object



Important Terms: 

■ Discovered: we find the law/ principle

■ Determined: we decide what the law/ principle 

is
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